LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Instructor:
Gerardo Guerrero
Date: 
May 22, 2006
Lesson Objective:  
To differentiate the short A, O, and U sounds in minimal pairs  
(especially in Consonant-Vowel-Consonant words)  
To complete the form, please click on the shadowed area and tab to move to the next section.  Upon completion, save document and forward to Eduardo Honold (ehonol@sisd.net) via email as an attachment by Friday, May 19, 2006.  

	STAGE
	ACTIVITY
	HOW IT ASSISTS STRUGGLING LEARNER

	WARM UP/REVIEW
	This lesson plan presupposes that students know about the short vowel sounds.  The following exercises will help reinforce three short sounds - A, O, and U, even when the meaning of the words is unknown. 
	     

	INTRODUCTION
	1. Instructor will write vocabulary words that will be needed to complete three worksheets (Attachment A Vocabulary)

2. Instructor will give students three worksheets containing words with the short A, O, and U sounds. (Worksheets)

3. Using one worksheet at a time, instructor will say, and students will repeat, each word four times. (Twice as a class, twice in small groups) 

4. Students will then complete each worksheet. 

	Students can see that many known one-syllable words in English have short vowel sounds.

	PRESENTATION

COMPREHENSION CHECK
	1. Instructor will explain and give examples of minimal pairs.  

2. Using the board or an overhead projector, instructor will present the first of three sets of minimal pairs. (Attachment B)

3. Instructor will say, and students will repeat, each word four times.  (Twice as a class, twice in small groups)

4. Instructor will correct pronunciation as needed.

5. Instructor will say the first words in the set, and students will say the second words in the same set. (Or the other way around)

6. Instructor will repeat steps 3 to 5 for the other two sets of minimal pairs. 



	By using the board or the overhead projector, students will be able to visually connect the short sounds to the correct spelling and pronunciation.  (Visual, aural, and oral practice)  

	PRACTICE
	1. Instructor will hand out three worksheets (Attachment C)

2. Instructor will number and say each word in a pre-determined order (different than that in the worksheet).

3. Students will write the number of the word the instructor says in the appropriate column.

4. At the end, instructor will write correct answers on the board. 

5. Instructor will repeat steps 2 to 4 with the other two worksheets of minimal pairs.

	By limiting the number of minimal pairs per worksheet, these activities will provide a good opportunity for all learners to listen discriminately for the short vowel sounds.

	EVALUATION
	1. Following steps 2 to 4 as stated in the "Practice" above, instructor will have the students take a written test. (Attachment D)

2. Instructor will check the tests and give students their scores. 

	Students will get a better idea of which short sounds are difficult or easy for them to differentiate.

	APPLICATION
	1. Instructor will help students with any unfamiliar words in the minimal pairs, or they may use their dictionaries.

2. Students will write ten sentences about familiar activities, using any of the words in the worksheets. 

3. If possible, students will draw or use clippings of the minimal pairs used in their sentences.  

	This activity will make the students pay closer attention to the meaning and spelling of the words.  By drawing or using the words in sentences about familiar activities , students will remember them more easily.


ATTACHMENT A 
VOCABULARY

Short A

cat

sad

hat

fan

crab

bag

rabbit (2 syllables)

map

Short O

hop

block

clock

pond

cop

box

fox

sock

Short U

duck

bus

cup

bug

jump

rug

umbrella (3 syllables)

hut

ATTACHMENT B

Set 1 – A vs. O

1. hat – hot

2. Mack – mock

3. lack – lock

4. pack – pock

5. cap – cop

6. last – lost

7. cat – cot

8. rat – rot

9. jag – jog

10. ran – Ron

Set 2 – A vs. U

1. hat – hut

2. Mack – muck

3. lack – luck

4. pack - puck

5. cap – cup

6. last – lust

7. cat – cut

8. rat – rut

9. jag – jug

10. ran – run

Set 3 – O vs. U

1. hot – hut

2. mock – muck

3. lock – luck

4. pock - puck

5. cop – cup

6. lost – lust

7. cot – cut

8. rot – rut

9. jog – jug

10. Ron - run

ATTACHMENT C
Name ___________________________________

Date ____________________________________

Minimal Pairs

Short Vowel Sounds

(a, o, u)

I. In the correct column, write the number of the word the teacher says.

Set 1 

	
	A
	O

	h_t
	
	

	m_ck
	
	

	l_ck
	
	

	p_ck
	
	

	c_p
	
	

	l_st
	
	

	c_t
	
	

	r_t
	
	

	j_g
	
	

	r_n
	
	


Set 2

	
	A
	U

	h_t
	
	

	m_ck
	
	

	l_ck
	
	

	p_ck
	
	

	c_p
	
	

	l_st
	
	

	c_t
	
	

	r_t
	
	

	j_g
	
	

	r_n
	
	


Set 3

	
	O
	U

	h_t
	
	

	m_ck
	
	

	l_ck
	
	

	p_ck
	
	

	c_p
	
	

	l_st
	
	

	c_t
	
	

	r_t
	
	

	j_g
	
	

	r_n
	
	


ATTACHMENT D

Name ___________________________________

Date ____________________________________

Minimal Pairs - Evaluation

Short Vowel Sounds

(a, o, u)

I. In the correct column, write the number of the word the teacher says.

	
	A
	O
	U

	h_t
	
	
	

	m_ck
	
	
	

	l_ck
	
	
	

	p_ck
	
	
	

	c_p
	
	
	

	l_st
	
	
	

	c_t
	
	
	

	r_t
	
	
	

	j_g
	
	
	

	r_n
	
	
	


Additional handouts used in this lesson may be found at www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/palmasola/shorta5.htm.

Adapted from ESL Teacher Institute Experienced Teacher Training, Module II by Lori Howard


