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Activate Background Knowledge

Use brainstorming, Think‐Pair‐Share, or other 
method to activate background knowledge 
relating to the lesson topic, vocabulary or 
language functions – generally using a 
compelling prompt.
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Mini‐Presentation with Prompt

Present information, scenario, etc. using 
PowerPoint, graphic, chalk talk, video, audio, or 
Web prompt. Focus on either 
Speaking/Listening or Reading/Writing – usually 
not in the same lesson.

LESSON FLOWSTRATEGIES

Lesson Flow



Discussion and Comprehension Check

Review comprehension in whole or small group 
using True‐False cards, graphic organizers, or 
other devices.
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Break
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Highlight Language Focus of Lesson

Explain the language focus and model language 
use.
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Modelling

Model the task or activity under small group 
work, showing students what to do, using 
strategies such as Think Alouds and other 
demonstrations. Model variations of the 
language to be used during the task.
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Pair or Small Group Work

Introduce task, key language concept(s) (often 
using PowerPoint) and model activity. Facilitate 
pair, small or whole group activity using 
vocabulary cards, conversation cards, role play 
cards, games, graphic organizers, timelines, 
simulations, computer‐based activities, and 
mini‐projects. Students present results of 
activity.
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Review How English Works

Present patterns of English relating to grammar, 
sound system, word study, etc.
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Quick Check and Review

Conduct a quick assessment to see if the class as 
a whole has gotten the point (not just a few 
students who volunteer answers). Highlight one 
or two points from the lesson for students to 
remember.
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Strategies
• Compelling Visuals

•• PowerPointPowerPoint

• True‐False Cards

•• ThinkThink‐‐PairPair‐‐ShareShare

•• Click and ClunkClick and Clunk

•• Oral and Written LanguageOral and Written Language

• Scenarios for Problem Solving

• Scenarios for Socio‐cultural Skills

•• Cloze TestsCloze Tests

•• FixFix‐‐upup

• Task Analysis

• Role Plays

•• Flash CardsFlash Cards

• Conversation Cards

•• Graphic OrganizersGraphic Organizers
LESSON FLOW

•• ThinkThink‐‐aloudsalouds

• Mini‐poems

• Storyboards

•• Illustrated ReadingsIllustrated Readings

• Chalk‐Talks

• Working with Videos

•• Working with SongsWorking with Songs

•• Computer & Web Computer & Web –– BackgroundBackground

•• Computer & Web Computer & Web –– Skills PracticeSkills Practice

•• BrainstormingBrainstorming

• Mini‐projects

•• Information GridsInformation Grids

•• Question Generating and AnsweringQuestion Generating and Answering

•• RealiaRealia

• Line Dialogs
STRATEGIES



Compelling Visuals

Use compelling 
visuals to 
support 
presentation 
and foster 
discussion.
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PowerPoint

Use PowerPoint (or 
transparency) to set 
context and illustrate 
language.
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True‐False Cards

Use True‐False cards to 
check understanding.TRUE

FALSE

LESSON FLOWSTRATEGIES

Strategy



Think‐Pair‐Share

Use Think‐Pair‐
Share to build 
engagement.
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Click and Clunk

Use Click and Clunk to 
monitor reading 
comprehension.

Click
Click

Clunk
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Oral and Written Language

Connect oral and 
written language to 
deepen language 
learning.

So you see, it’s 
really quite easy 
if you just listen 

to me.

Thanks you 
so much. I 

was looking 
for guidance.
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Scenarios for Problem Solving

Use Scenarios for problem solving.
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Scenarios for Socio‐cultural Skills

Use Scenarios to build socio‐cultural skills.
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Cloze Tests

Use Cloze Tests and 
Dictations to focus on 
language.

Alex overslept and was ____ for work. He 
____ his cell phone at home. He couldn’t 
call his ____ to tell him he ___ late. Alex 
was in ____.
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Fix‐up

Teach Fix‐up strategies 
to help students repair 
miscommunication or 
lack of understanding.

LESSON FLOWSTRATEGIES

Strategy



Task Analysis

Use Task Analysis to 
clarify language 
functions.

Reporting an Accident
Xyz 
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Role Plays

Use Role Plays to foster 
spontaneous 
communication.

I shouldn’t say 
this, but…

I shouldn’t say 
this, but…Oh, please 

do.
Oh, please 

do.

LESSON FLOWSTRATEGIES

Strategy



Flash Cards

Use Flashcards to build 
vocabulary.GossipGossip
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Conversation Cards

Use conversation cards 
for conversation 
practice.

Talk about the 
weather.

Talk about the 
weather.

Talk about your 
family.

Talk about your 
family.
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Graphic Organizers

Use graphic organizer 
to analyze transaction 
or event.
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Think Alouds

Make thinking process 
visible by articulating 
your thoughts to 
students.

OK, so here’s how I 
came up with the 

answer.
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Mini‐Poems

Use Mini‐Poems to 
promote writing.

Three Things I 
Like About Home

Family events
Familiar places
Mother’s 

cooking

Two Things I Don’t
Dusty roads
Cousin Robert LESSON FLOWSTRATEGIES
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Storyboards

Use Storyboarding to 
represent sequential 
events.
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Illustrated Readings

Use Illustrated 
Readings to build 
comprehension.
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Chalk‐Talks

Use Chalk‐Talk to 
present information 
and vocabulary.
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Videos

Use Videos to foster 
listening 
comprehension.
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Songs

Use Songs to promote 
language development.

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND 
words and music by Woody Guthrie 

Chorus: 
This land is your land, this land 
is my land 
From California, to the New York 
Island 
From the redwood forest, to the 
gulf stream waters 
This land was made for you and 
me 
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Computer and Web ‐ Background

Use Computer & Web 
to build background 
knowledge.
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Computer and Web – Skills 
Practice

Use Computer & Web 
for skills practice.
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Brainstorming

Use Brainstorming to 
activate background 
knowledge.
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Mini‐Projects

Use Mini‐Projects to 
reinforce language, 
culture & work skills.
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Information Grids

Use Information Grids 
for surveys and 
interviews.
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Question Generating & Answering

Use Question 
Generating & 
Answering to increase 
comprehension.

Who can be 
president? 

Who is the 
US 

President?

Where 
does the 
president 
live?
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Realia

Use Realia to make 
lessons real.
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Line Dialogs

Use Line Dialogs to 
practice conversation 
skills.
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