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A World of Many Languages
Tips for Learning English
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Reading

	Activity
	True? False? Think before you read.


· Read the sentence.

· Think. Is it true?  Is it false?  Check True or False.
· Then read the story, A World of Many Languages.
· After you read the story, double check your answers.

	What do you think?
	True
	False

	1.
English is the most common language in the world.
	
	

	2.
Spanish is the language of Central America and most of South America.
	
	

	3.
Most immigrants are monolingual.
	
	

	4.
California, Florida, and Texas are the states with the most bilingual adults.
	
	


	Remember
	It is good to think about questions before you read. It is good to think about questions after you read. It helps with comprehension.


Vocabulary 
	Activity
	Look for words that are similar in your language (cognates).


· Look through A World of Many Languages.

· Look for words that are similar in your language.

· Circle the words.

· Ask yourself: 

· Does the word look the same in English and my language?

· Does it mean the same thing?
· Check to see if the meaning makes sense.
· Put the words in the charts 
Cognates
	English 
	My Language 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Remember
	Noticing cognates can help you read better. 


Reading
	Activity
	Timed reading.


· Work with a partner to complete a timed reading.

· Follow the strategy for Timed Reading.
· Complete the chart.

I Hope to Be a Teacher

My name is Maria Elena. I am from El Salvador. My home city is San Salvador, the capital of the country. I have three children. In El Salvador we lived on a ranch. We had very little money, and we didn’t have much food. Life was difficult. 53
I had a dream.  I wanted to go to the United States. I wanted more opportunities for my children.  I wanted a better life for myself and my husband. I have a sister in Texas, and she invited us. So we moved to Texas.  Now we live in Houston. 102
I clean houses and my husband has a job at a Mexican market. We don’t make much money, but we are lucky. We have jobs and we have food. 134 

My children are happy. They have good elementary teachers and they like them a lot. The children are bilingual. They speak English and Spanish. They speak Spanish at home with us. And they speak English and Spanish with the other children. 175
My plan is to study English, but it is difficult to find the time.  I like to be a volunteer in my children’s classrooms.  I would like to become a bilingual teacher some day. 210
	Homework
	Read I Hope to be a Teacher again. Pay attention to fluency and expression.


Timed Reading Chart

First Reading
1. Date and time: 

2. Name of the reader: 

3. Title of the text: 

4. Words per minute: 
Second Reading
1. Date and time:

2. Name of the reader: 

3. Title of the text: 

4. Words per minute: 
Comprehension

	Focus 
	Review


1. What is the most common language in the world?  ______________________

2. What is the second most common language? __________________________

3. What is the third most common language? ____________________________

Reading
	Checklist

Check the strategies you used to answer the questions:
A. Think about words you already know.
B. Look for words that are similar in your language (cognates).
C. Look for examples and explanations.
D. Look for pictures that explain the text.
E. Consult the dictionary.
F. Reread to check for meaning.
G. Discuss with a partner.


	Activity  
	Use reading strategies.


· Work with a partner. 
· Read  Tips for Learning English.
· Read the question. 

· Use the strategies. 

· Discuss your answer with your partner.
· Share your answers.
Read the introduction to Tips for Learning English
1.    Why is learning English a challenge?  

Try these strategies 

· Look for pictures that explain the text

· Look for examples and explanations
Read the Tips 
1. Read Tip # 1:  What does error mean? 

Try these strategies: 

· Think about the word. 

· Look for an explanation in the text.
· Consult the dictionary.
2.   Read Tip # 2:  How is using English like exercise? 

Try these strategies 

· Look for an explanation. 

· Look for cognates.
· Reread. 

	Remember
	When you are stuck, think about the strategies that can help you.


	Homework
	Read A World of Languages again. Pay attention to cognates. 


Vocabulary
	Activity
	Describe the pictures 


· Look at the pictures below. What do you see? 

· Think about ideas. Think about words to describe the pictures.

· How many words do you know? (you can write them down if you want)

· Work with a partner. Compare words. 

· How many words do you know together? 
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	1. 
Working alone.  How many words do you know to describe these pictures?

	Number of words: _____

	2.  Working with a partner.  How many words do you know to describe these pictures?

	Number of words: _____


	Remember
	Connect pictures, ideas and words in your mind. It improves your vocabulary. 


	Activity
	Build your vocabulary with flashcards.


	My English class is _______. I pay no money.
	
	free


Sample flashcard front and back.

· Work with a partner. Take turns.

· Put a flashcard on the table. Put the sentence face up.

· Read the sentence with your partner.

· What is the missing word? Say it. Guess if you don’t know.

· Turn the card over. Were you correct?

· Put correct answers in one stack, Words I Know.

· Put incorrect answers in another stack, Words I have to Study.

· After you try each card, count the number in each stack.

· Write the totals below.

Correct answers (words I know)  ______ 

Incorrect answers (words I have to study)  ______

	Remember
	Flashcards are a good way to study vocabulary. You can use them with a partner or by yourself.

	Homework
	Create your own flashcards for words you want to remember. Add them to your words to study stack. Practice!


Review
	Checklist

Check the strategies you used to answer the questions:
A. Think about words you already know.

B. Look for words that are similar in your language (cognates).

C. Look for examples and explanations.

D. Look for pictures that explain the text.

E. Consult the dictionary.

F. Reread to check for meaning.

G. Discuss with a partner.


	Activity
	Use reading strategies: Rereading 


· Read Tips for Learning English.

· Select 3 Tips. Read them again. 
· Circle the words you don’t know. 

· Read your 3 Tips aloud to a partner.

· Discuss the Tips and help each other. 

· Check the words you don’t know in the dictionary.

· Read the Tips again. 
· Close your reader. 

· Tell the class your 3 Tips. Use your own language. 

Grammar and Writing 
	Activity
	Write Tips for Learning English.


· Think about Tips for Learning English. Think about your own ideas also. What tips do you have? 
· Write 3 things to do (use the verb)
· Write 3 things not to do (use don’t) 
· Write a personal plan for learning English.

Do’s and Don’ts for Learning English






Example: Practice English every day.

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

Example: Don’t be afraid.

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

Personal Plan
This week, I will: _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


