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Objectives

1. Todevelopappropriate writing prompts
To analyze writing samples and identify errorsin
grammar, usage, and sentence structure

3. Todevelopan individualized writing plan for
students

4. Toinitiate an ongoing process of assessing writing to
make adjustments in the student’s writing plan

5. To use student writings to illustrate points of
grammar usage

6. Toidentify and use resources}o supplement
instruction ’
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What Qe Thhey?

Their is four erors in this statement.
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lam not very good at writing, | barely ever have to
write anything, The most | write is probably my name.
lonly ever wrote about five to eight papers in my
whole four years of high school. They never had to be
very long and they couid be about whatever 1 felt like
writing about. When | wrote those papers | always
seemed to get a pretty gaod grade; but | still feel like
do not know how to write.

Now! am in college and | have to start writing.
I never now how much to write or even were to start
at half the time, | just start writing and I try to put it in
order the best that I can, My writing skills are not that
good but hopefully they get better as | go along.
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LET’S REVIEW
THE PARAGRAPH!

Workbook

p.2
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Think “Backward”

“To begin with the end in mind means to start with a
clear understanding of your destination. it means to
know where you are going so that you better
understand where you are now so that the steps you
take are always in the right direction.”

Stephen Covey - “Seven Hoblts of Highly Effecthve People”
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Areas of Concern

Language Art, Writing, Part Il students:

Misinterpret the toplc and respond inappropriately to the
questions. For example: Writinga “why” essay when the
topic requires a “how-to” essay.

.

Have problems staying focused on ideas that support their
response to the topic.

Fail to include supporting details and specific examples.

* Do notunderstand the difference between editingand
revising and often fail to do either.

Have limited word choices avallzble to them.

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Holistic vs. Analytical

Which Assessment Model
Should | Use?

You Need Both!

cr—ane 2
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Holistic Scoring
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GED 2002 Essay Scoring Rubric
¢ 4 point rubric
e Scoreof 1 or 1.5 must retake

¢ Topic length reduced and format
standardized

* No required word count
® 37-40% of the test score
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GED Essay Scores
4 |Effective
Adequate
2 |Marginal
Inadequate
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Level 1 writing is inadequate and the reader has difficulty
identify or following the writer's ideas. It has:

* Little or no focus

* Lack of organization

* Limited or no development of ideas

¢ Lack of details or examples

¢ lrrelevant information

* No control of sentence structure or the conventions

of EAE
* Ineffective or inappropriate word choice

Assessing Students’ Writing Skiils

Level2 writing is marginal and the reader occasionally has
difficulty understand or following the expression of ideas. It
has:
* Shifting focus of ideas or thoughts
* Limited specific details
* Minimal organization plan
® Limited development but often includes only lists,
repetitions, generalizations
* Narrow range of words sometime used inappropriate
* Limited control of sentence structure and
conventions of EAE

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Level3 writing is adequate because the reader can easily
understand and follow the writer's ideas. It has:

* Appropriate development of a main idea
* Identifiable organizational plan

* Focused details and examples but uneven
development

* Appropriate word choice and usage

* Correct usage of the conventions of EAE with some
errors that do not interfere with understanding
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Level 4 writing is effective because the reader can easily
understand and follow the expression of ideas in the response.
It has:

¢ Clearly focused main idea that addresses the prompt

* Control over both the language and sentence structure

° Clear and logical pattern of organization

* Coherent development of ideas with specific and
relevant details and examples

* Varied and precise word choice

* Consistent control of the conventions of EAE with only
minor errors

GED® Holistic Scoring Guidelines

Let’s Read the Guidelines!

Writing Guide
Readpp.5-7

GED® Holistic Scoring Guidelines

Basic Assumptions of Holistic Scoring

* Each factor involved in writing is related to all of the
athers.

* Noone factor can be separated from the others.

* The essay must be considered as a whole and read for
its overall impression.

* Sentence fragments, misplaced punctuation, and
misspelled words should carry no great weightin
scoring a paper.

¢ Candidates are entitled to mistakes due to the nature
of the writing.

GED?® Testing Service, 2001
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GED® Holistic Scoring Guidelines

Read and score.

Red pens down,

Do not change your score.
When in doubt, refer to the scoring guide criteria.
Be aware that there can be a range of essays with a score point.

Avoid the tendency to adjust the number of 1s, 2s,3s,and 4s in
a given set of essays.

Be aware of and avoid potential biasing factors.

Score only what is on the paper.

This is only a 45 minute test.

Sample Persuasive Essay Topic

TOPICF
Ifyou could make one positivechange in your daily life, what would that change be?

Inyouressay, identify the change you would make. Explainthe reasons foryourchoice,

Part IfIs a testto determine how wall you can use written languageto explain yourideas,

In preparingyouressay, you should take the followingsteps:

Read the DIRECTIONS and the TOPIC carefully.

Plan youressay before you write, Use tha scratch paperprovided to makeany notes.
These notes will be collected but not scored.

Beforeyou turn in your essay, reread whatyou have written and make any changas
thatwill Improveyouressay.

.

Youressayshould be long encugh to develop the topic adequately.

Sample How-to Essay Topic

TOPICC
Whatlis ane Importantgoalyou would like to achieve in the noxt few years?

Inyouressay, Identifythat goal, Explain howyou plan ta achieve it. Use your parsonal
observations, ience,and k ledg: pportyourassay.

Partifis a testto determine how well you can use written language to explain your ideas.

In preparingyour essay, you should take the followingsteps:

Read the DIRECTIONS and the TOPIC carefully.

Planyouressay before you write. Use the scratch paper provided to makeany notes,
These notes will be collected but

Beforeyouturn in your essay, reread whatyou have writtan and make any changes
thatwill improveyauressay. .

Youressayshould be long enough to developthe topic adequately,
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What Score Weuld

ays?
Give These EsS
you

+
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The last invitation | received was to my old
best friend’s wedding. The invitation was
creme colored with gold roses and gold
print. 1 was surprised that | was invited; 1
haven’t seen her for a few years now. |
didn’t think she would remember who | am.
I can’t wait to go to the wedding. | already
bought a wedding gift.

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

TopicC

Identify a recent invention. Explain how this
invention has changed your daily life.

In your essay, use your personal
observations, experience, and knowledge.
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Think Like Your Students!

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Which would cause
problems and why?

Writing Guide
pp. 18-21

The Bottom Line

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

* Ifthe paper is poorly written, that will be the reader's
first impression.

* Ifthe paper has mistakes because the writer was under
time restrictions, then reading the paper holistically
helpsthe reader more effectively evaluate the paper.

Remember, for holistic scoring:

* Read quickly and make a judgment

* Don'treread

Problem Areas with Essays

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

inadequate editing skills

Lack of knowledge regarding question types and
basics of grammar '

Undeveloped critical thinking skills
Writing “why” instead of “how-to” essays
Free-writing— the rambling approach
Inadequate development and details
Poor use of word choice and grammar
Changing focus

Inability to clearly communicate ideas!
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GEDTS Recommendations

* Teach grammar skills in the context of real-life writing.

¢ Use sentence combiningas an effective strategy for improvingthe
quality of writing.

* Ensure that the “reader” does not haveto work at readinga
candidate’s work.

Use the Local Newspaper as Your Textbook

* Encourage GED candidates to prepare for the Language Arts, Writing
Test by:

— Readingarticles of interest to them in their local newspapers,
- Evaluatingthe evidence used by the writer,

— Writing journalsto agree, disagree, or evaluate the articles,

~ Respondingto the articles by writing letters to the editor.

lookingatafew “locally” writte;lessays.
Aretheyds 3, ords

Workbook
pp. 3-12

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Analytical Scoring

Analytical scoring is when one’s
performance or assignment is judged
using specific criteria.

Goonen & Pittman-Shetler 10
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Next time use red ink! - William Gaisford

“I was half asleep after grading two classes
worth of ninth grade poetry exams when |
finally found someone who answered a
particularly hard question in exactly the way
that | had hoped. | wrote a glowing comment
about how wonderful | thought the answer
was, and then | checked to see whose test | was
grading. Sure enough, it was my answer key.”

Assessing Students” Writing Skills

Analyze This!
Let’s Begin!

Workbook |
pp. 13-14 : [

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Analytical Scoring Process
* Have students complete a writing sample

* Use the scoring guide to identify criteria for
analytical scoring

* Read through the sample

» ldentify each of the errors within the
sample and note them on the Instructional
Writing Plan

~ Goonen & Pittman-Shetler - 1
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Analytical Scoring Process

* Sort the errors by category — planning,
organizing, revising, or editing

* Identify 1 error pattern that is a “quick fix”

e ldentify 1 error pattern that requires more
intensive work

* Note these errors on the writing sam ple

* Use green, purple, or blue ink — never red

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

What does analytical
scoring look like?

Workbook !
pp. 15-17 v

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Developing an Initial
Writing Assessment
and Plan

Workbook
pp. 18-21 and an essay

Goonen & Pittman-Shetler 12
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Focus

* Does the essay stay on the topic assigned?

° Are the central points or questions clear to
the reader?

* How is each section/paragraph related to
the central point?

Workbook
p.18

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Development

* Is there a good beginning sentence?

* Is there a good ending sentence?

* Canthe reader understand the basic points
or is additional information needed?

* Where might the reader raise questions or
challenges?

Workbook
p.18

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Organization

* What s the general pattern of
organization?

* How are ideas grouped? Is there a logical
sequence of subtopics or events?

* At any point does the organization become
unclear?

Workbook
p. 18

~ Goonen & Pittman-Shetler
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Style and Mechanics

e [s the tone appropriate?

* What sentences appear most effective?

* What sentences could use the most work?

e Are there persistent grammatical/
mechanical error patterns?

Workbook
p.19

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Vocabulary

* Are words used appropriately in the essay?

* Do the words chosen add to the reader’s
understanding of the writer’s ideas?

* Does the writer use vivid and descriptive
words?

Workbook
p. 19

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

There’s a Need for the Conventions of EAE
e What strengths or error patterns do you
seein:
— Capitalization
— Punctuation
— Sentence Structure
— Usage

~ Spelling Workbook
p. 20
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What process can be used

to help remediate problems?

Bringing it all together into an
Instructional Writing Plan.

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Prioritize

* Which areas will help students on both the
multiple choice and essay portion of the test?

° Which areas will provide students with a much
needed boost in confidence?

* Which areas require long-term intensive work
but pay off big?

s

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Four Areas to Investigate

Planning
Organizing
Revising
Editing

~ Goonen & Pittman-Shetler
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Planning

® Who is the audience?

* Whatis the purpose?
How to Plan

« Make a list

* Brainstorm

¢ Doodle

Assessing Students’ Writing Skiils

Organizing

* What is the structure or
pattern?

o How does it flow? How to Organize

o List ideas and put in order

2 * Answer the 5 Ws
ﬁa\zﬁ . Usé a graphic organizer

e Use;an outline

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers are highly powerful learning tools designedto
incorporate learning strategies that the mind quickly absorbs
and easily retains.

colors shapes

~ 3 8 3 6 8 b - g
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Revising

* Isthere 2 unifying main
idea?

* Do the detailssupport that How to Revise
idea?

* Isthere a logical connection

* Read Irom the reader’s

between ideas? perspective

* Wilithe reader understand * Readaloud
wln:l the writer is irying to + Clarifyinformation
say?

¢+ Add or delete material

* Rewrite

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Revising Feedback

* Docs the work make sense?

* Do you reach your audience?

* Do you achieve your purpose?

« Is the conient strong and on-task?

* Is there 2 strong introduction and conclusion?

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Editing

* Are the sentences clear
and easy to understand?

* Are there errors in
grammar, usage, and How to Edit
mechanics? * Read sentence by
sentence

* Give to an editor

« Use a checklist

~ Goonen & Pittman-Shetler =~ 17
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Editing Feedback

* Are ali the sent let: it with a subject and verb?
p 1

* Dothe subjects and verbs agree?

* Are there misspelled words?

+ Are there misused words? (its/it’s, their/there)

* Is the punctuation correct?

* Do pronouns agree with their respective antecedents?

* Are there adjectives and adverbs that make the
writing more descriptive?

>
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Thereis a Difference!

After revising, your paper may convey ideas differently,
but the reader will better understand what you are
trying to say.

Afterediting, your paper will say essentially the same
thing% but it will sound smoother and clearer.

[

v
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Editing Revising
° Grammar ° Unity
* Usage Every detail in the essay
e Mechanics supports a central idea—
focus
¢ Coherence
Transitional words,
phrases, and/or clauses
@UCCESS guide the reader

i
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Patterns of Errors

* List the primary error patterns that you
noted in the student’s writing.

* Do not worry about order.

Workbook
p.21
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Identify the Top Two Priorities

* Select one that is quick and easy to fix
{perhaps a grammatical problem that
shows a pattern)

* Select another priority that will assist in the
“readability” of the piece

s Complete tiﬂe Instructional Writing Plan’

] Workbook
p. 21

* Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

¢ Concerns About Developing a Writing
Assessment and Plan
— Time-consuming

— Difficult to identify error patterns, priorities for
change, strategies, and appropriate materials

Remember, this process is not completed on
every piece of writing!

~ " Goonen & Pittman-Shetler
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* Alternative Formats for Assessment
— Informal discussions with students
- Shortenedformats
— Otherideas?

Workbook
pp.22 &31
Writing Guide
pp. 10-11

it's Your Turni

mmplng?: gtudent’s Writin
on

Workbook
pp. 23-28

essment

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

When Somelthing can be
read without effort,
great effort fias gone into
its wriling.

Tnrigue Jardiel Poncela

Goonen & Pittman-Shetler
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Students need to see
examples of effective
writing!

Assessing Students’ Writing Skills

Loocking at
High School
Level Writing

Workbook
pp. 29-33
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Good Writing = Good Storytelling

Have studi ask the following ions of their writing:
Does my opening catch a person’s attention?

Is my narrative clear and to the paint?

is the material presented in a logical manner?

Does my writing have a dear beginning, middle and end?
Is it easy for a listener or reader to follow along?

Have | put myself in my listener’s or reader’s piace?

Have | made my story interesting enough to make people want to
read alf the way through?

Is my main point or “moral” to the story obvious?
Does my conclusion satisfy readers, rather than leave them hanging?

Would people who have heard the story be likely to want to retelf it
to others?

D I T TP
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Remember . ..

= [tis not enough for writers
to use correct verbs, nouns,
pronouns, and punctuation
in order to write effectively.

Writers must compose with
an gudience in mind and
craftthat composition to
ensure that the audience is
able to understand and
follow the writer’s ideas.

’

Some Final Thoughts

Incorporate critical thinking activities into every class —
brainstorming, vocabulary builders, grammar games
Conduct small and large group activities every day
Encourage teamwork and opportunities for students to
interact with each other

Show relevance of what is being taught to learners’ goals
and needs

Make instruction relevant by restructuring education to
mimic the real world - use authentic tasks and authentic
materials

Expect more from students and push them to achieve
higher levels of writing in all areas

Have students practice, practice, and practice their writing
skillsin all areas

Education is not
the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.

William Butler Yeats
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