Taking a Stand
Students are asked to commit to a point of view in a variety of ways.

Activity 1:  Agree-Disagree Continuum & Writing Organizer

1. Read aloud and write on the board one of the example statements.  Make sure the meaning is clear to all students.
2. Ask students to individually complete the Taking a Stand Agree/Disagree Chart indicating their point of view and summarizing their reasons.
3. Create a real or imaginary opinion line in the classroom that clearly indicates the four positions: Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, Strongly Disagree.
4. Ask students to “line up” along this Agree-Disagree Continuum in response to the statement. Then, they explain their position on the line. 
5. Encourage dialogue between students on opposite sides. Ask students to refute or support statements made by other students.
6. Give students an opportunity to change, delete, or add a word in the statement so that it might elicit a different opinion from them.
7. Give students an opportunity to shift their position on the continuum to reflect any changes in opinion.
8. Ask students who are clustered together to form small groups of 3-4 students and to collaboratively complete the five-paragraph Writing Organizer demonstrating their group’s point of view. This Writing Organizer includes:
- An introduction with a thesis statement
- Three main points and topic sentences 
- Brief supporting evidence for each main point 
- A conclusion
9. Groups share their Writing Organizer with the whole class.

Additional Suggestions:
Establish clear rules for respectful discourse and debate. Students must speak in turn, listen to others, and refrain from making personal attacks. Review the procedures before beginning the activity. 


Activity 2:  Pro and Con Chart

1. Read aloud and write on the board one of the example statements.
2. Have students draw a "T" on a sheet of paper and label the left- hand Pro's and the right-hand side Con's.
3. They then list everything they can think of which supports these positions on the both sides of the vertical line.
4. Compile a “Master List” of pro’s and con’s on the board and discuss.



Activity 3:  Newspaper Analysis

1. Begin by showing a newspaper headline and ask students to predict what the article will be about.  Write the students' guesses on the board.
2. Next, have the students read the entire article.  They may read to themselves silently or in small cooperative groups.  
3. Ask them to fill-out the Graphic Organizer for a News Article analyzing the article.
4. Then, have the students decide on the major issue or debate the article represents.  Have students frame the statement so that others can agree or disagree with it, such as "The President should send military troops to aid a troubled nation."
5. Continue with Agree-Disagree Continuum and Writing Organizer activities.

Activity 4:  Four Corners & Classroom Court

1. Write on index cards “Strongly Agree”, “Agree”, “Disagree”, and “Strongly Disagree.” Prepare enough so that each point of view is equally distributed and there are enough cards for each student to draw one.
2. Read aloud and write on the board one of the example statements.  Make sure the meaning is clear to all students.
3. Randomly distribute a card to each student.
4. Students go to opposite corners of the room. All the “Strongly Disagree’s” meet in one corner, all the “Agree’s” meet in another corner, etc.
5. Tell students to pretend they are lawyers responsible for making their opinions heard on this controversial issue.
6. Students brainstorm a minimum of three arguments supporting that point of view – whether they personally agree with it or not. Use the Writing Organizer if you wish.
7. Groups appoint a spokesperson to argue their group’s point of view before a “judge” which can be you or anyone else you invite into the classroom.


EXAMPLE STATEMENTS

The primary purpose of education is to learn job skills.
A little learning is a dangerous thing. — Alexander Pope
It is what we think we know that keeps us from learning. — Chester Barnard 
The chief object of education is not to learn things but to unlearn things. — G. K. Chesterton 
Belief gets in the way of learning. — Robert Heinlein
More tax dollars should be spent on bailing out the economy.
More tax dollars should be spent on the military.
The federal government should have the power to wiretap terrorist groups’ phones without a warrant.
Airport security should be tightened regardless of the inconvenience it may cause travelers.
A "flat" income tax of 10% should be levied against all tax payers.
If drugs were legalized, we would have less crime.
When guns are outlawed, only outlaws will have guns.
Drug testing should be mandatory in all schools.

Sometimes breaking the law is justified.
The policy of some companies of not hiring someone if s/he is a smoker is acceptable.
Smoking cigarettes is in the same category as drinking alcohol.
Tobacco companies should be held financially responsible for lung cancer deaths.
Parents should never spank their children.
Violence should never be the solution to the problem.
Whatever a society holds to be morally right is in fact morally right.
An action is morally right whenever it results in more benefit than harm.
It is immoral for unwed couples to “live together.”
A lie repeated often enough will become the truth.
The death penalty is a suitable punishment for political criminals who commit violent acts.
Punishment never does any good.
Beauty is only a matter of taste.
Riches are for spending.
A country gets the government it deserves.
Married people are happier than unmarried people.
Life is more tragic than comic.
People work better if they are paid more.
Everyone is basically selfish.
If something is worth doing, it’s worth doing right.
Money doesn't buy happiness.
Money is the best measure of success.  
Success is doing whatever makes you feel good.
Saturdays are better than Sundays.
Happiness comes from the way you think.
Time heals everything.
Cheaters never prosper.
A friend in need is a friend indeed. 
Haste makes waste. 
Honesty is the best policy. 
What goes around, comes around.
Practice makes perfect. 
Beauty is only skin deep. 
A good man/woman is hard to find.
You can’t teach old dog new tricks.
Curiosity killed the cat.
Haste makes waste.
Fight fire with fire.
Patience is a virtue.
No single instructional strategy works in all situations with all students.
IQ is the best measure of intelligence.
People are intelligent in different ways.
There are unlimited types of intelligence.



Taking a Stand
Agree/Disagree Chart

Rate each statement on the basis of whether you agree or disagree with it by placing a checkmark in one column after each statement.  Then briefly summarize your reason(s).
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WRITING ORGANIZER
Name:  _____________________________	 Date:  ______________

Introduction with Thesis Statement






Body




Point 1 w/ Topic Sentence 		Point 2 w/ Topic Sentence 	       Point 3 w/ Topic Sentence





















Conclusion




Graphic Organizer for a News Article
Name of Publication:							Your Name:

Title of Article:								Today's Date:

Author:

Date of Publication:
 (
How did it happen?
) (
Why did it happen?
) (
Please write a one-sentence statement identifying the major issue or debate presented in the article.  Frame your statement so that others can agree or disagree with it. 
) (
Where did it happen?
) (
When did it happen?
) (
What happened?
) (
Who was involved?
)


